Texans discuss á- 


signing Kaepernick 
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Partly sunny: High 87, Low 65 


CITY | STATE 


Clara Harris, 
who killed 
husband, 
wins parole 


Clara Harris, the 
Friendswood dentist 
who made national 
headlines more than 
a decade ago after 
she ran over her 
cheating husband, is 
getting out of prison. 
Page A3 


Houston Chronicle file 


Clara Harris has 
served 15 years of 
a 20-year sentence 
for manslaughter. 


NATION 


Russian lawyer 
says Trump Jr. 
hinted at deal 
A Russian lawyer 
who met with 
President Trump’s 
oldest son last year 
says he indicated 
that a law targeting 
Russia could be 
re-examined if his 
father won the 
election. Page A10 


WORLD 


Saudi Arabia 
accuses Iran 
of ‘act of war’ 
Saudi Arabia accuses 
Iran of “a blatant 
act of military 
aggression” by 
providing its Yemeni 
allies with a missile 
fired at the Saudi 
capital. Page A12 


BUSINESS 


Flood insurance 
reform vote 
may be near 

A yearslong effort 

to shore up the 
finances of the 
federal government’s 
flood insurance 
program is nearing a 
vote. Page B1 


STAR | HOME 


Shining star 
brings smile 

to flood victim 
Tarek El Moussa of 
HGTV’s “Flip or Flop” 
teams up with the 
Habitat for Humanity 
for Hurricane Harvey 
rehab effort. Page D1 


Air Force error allowed 
weapons 


gunman to buy 
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DATABASE: Domestic violence 
case wasn’t reported correctly 


By Mike Ward and Kevin Diaz 


AUSTIN — A mistake by U.S. Air Force of- 
ficials in reporting Devin Patrick Kelley’s past 
conviction for domestic violence 


allowed him to buy four guns, 
including the semi-automatic 
rifle used in the Sunday shooting 
at a South Texas church that left 
26 dead and 20 others wounded, 
state and federal officials con- 


firmed Monday. 


Pentagon officials said if Kel- 


Kelley 


ley’s 2012 conviction in a military 

court for assaulting his then-wife and stepson 

had been reported correctly to a national data- 

base, the 26-year-old New Braunfels man would 

have been denied permission to buy the weapons. 
Retired Col. Don Christensen, who was the 


Shooter continues on A8 
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Mark Mulligan / Houston Chronicle 
Pastor Frank Pomeroy and his wife, 
Sherri, who lost their daughter 
Belle in the shooting, attend a news 
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Marie D. De Jesús / Houston Chronicle 
Irene, Kenneth and Miranda Hernandez, left, pray where 26 crosses have been placed to honor victims of the church massacre. 


conference in Sutherland Springs. 


Killer’s past reveals trail 
of dark, violent behavior 


By St. John Barned-Smith 
and Keri Blakinger 


NEW BRAUNFELS — The warn- 
ing signs built up over the years. 

Domestic violence calls. Animal 
cruelty. Inappropriate comments on 
social media. Then threatening texts 
to his mother-in-law. 

By the time Devin Patrick Kelley 
donned black tactical gear and a skull 
face mask and walked into First Bap- 
tist Church in Sutherland Springs, his 
dark thoughts and questionable be- 
haviors were not unfamiliar to some 
of those who knew him. 

“He seemed weird,” said a former 
classmate at New Braunfels High 

Killer continues on A8 


Weighty election draws thin voter interest 


Early turnout low 
for propositions, 
bonds, trustees 


By Mike Morris 


Houston-area voters on 
Tuesday will decide seven 
state propositions, city 
council races in Baytown, 
Bellaire and Missouri City, 
as well as billions in city 
and school bonds and trust- 
ee races for school districts 
and community colleges. 


Election Day voters must 
report to their precinct’s 
designated polling place 
between 7 a.m. and 7 p.m., 
and should verify that loca- 
tion at www.harrisvotes. 
com, particularly because 
three dozen sites typically 
used for voting were side- 
lined by Hurricane Harvey. 

Harris County, home to 
2.2 million registered vot- 
ers, recorded just shy of 
59,000 early and absentee 
votes, and political scien- 

Election continues on A11 


Bryan Davis, 
general 
manager of 
Eight Row 
Flint on 
Yale, shows 
support 

for Prop F, 
which would 
ease rules 
for beverage 
sales in the 
Heights. 


Steve Gonzales / 
Houston Chronicle 


Trump urges Japa 


Doug Mills / New York Times 
President Donald Trump met with Japanese Prime 
Minister Shinzo Abe on Monday to discuss trade. 


n to buy U.S. arms 


President says American weapons 
could protect country from N. Korea 


By Mark Landler and 
Julie Hirschfeld Davis 
NEW YORK TIMES 


TOKYO — President 
Donald Trump said Mon- 
day that Japan could pro- 
tect itself from a nuclear- 
armed North Korea by 
buying billions of dollars 
of US. military equipment, 
drawing an explicit link 
between trade and secu- 


rity as he began a complex, 
politically charged tour of 
Asia. 

By turns generous and 
challenging, Trump salut- 
ed Prime Minister Shinzo 
Abe as among his best 
friends in the club of world 
leaders. But he railed 
against what he said were 
chronic trade imbalances 
with Japan. And heimplic- 

Trump continues on A11 


More jobs next year 
if oil continues rise 


As price of crude 
edges higher, so 
do city’s fortunes 


By Collin Eaton 


The Houston economy, 
shaking off the oil bust and 
rebounding from Hurri- 
cane Harvey, could create 
as many 70,000 jobs next 
year and return to a nor- 
mal pace of employment 
growth after the worst en- 


ergy downturn in decades. 
The city’s fortunes will 
depend on whether drill- 
ing rigs can keep working 
in Texas oil fields well into 
2018, providing sales and 
orders for production com- 
panies, manufacturers and 
energy service firms that 
employ tens of thousands 
across the region. With 
crude prices rising — they 
settled above $57 a barrel 
Monday for the first time in 
Experts continues on A11 
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